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December 14, 2017 
 

Barbara Perkins 
U.S. EPA Headquarters 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Mail Code: 3903R 
Washington DC 20460 

 
Dear Ms. Perkins, 

 
Please accept this as our application for Environmental Workforce Development and Job 
Training Grant assistance on behalf of the residents of the City of Tacoma. During an extended 
period of economic difficulty, our Brownfields partnership has been a rare story of workforce 
success, consistently placing over 75% of local, low-income participants into family-wage level 
jobs. Environmental Workforce training is still needed in Tacoma's minority and low income 
communities, specifically for those residing in the Tacoma Housing Authority's HUD 
affordable/mixed housing where over 50% live in poverty and continue to suffer from high  
unemployment (14.8%). According to the Washington Department of Ecology February 2015 
Hazardous Sites List, there are 141 hazardous sites in the City of Tacoma area either awaiting 
cleanup or in the process of cleanup and 54 in the remainder of Pierce County. Even though 
Tacoma has only 25% of the population of Pierce County, it has 72% of the hazardous sites - 
more than 2.5 times the rest of the county. 

 
Solution: The City of Tacoma will address these ecological and economic concerns by providing 
no-cost Environmental Workforce Training for 60 low-income, unemployed residents over the 
next 24 months who will use their skills to safely address the handling and removal of hazardous 
substances and other local remediation needs. 

 
The following elements are included as required by the request for proposals: 

A. Applicant  Identification: 
City of Tacoma, Pierce County, 
Attn: Kei th  Armst rong,  747 Market St., Room 
808, Tacoma, WA 98402; (253) 594-7933 
DUNS #: 0731355350000 

 
B. Threshold 

1. Applicant eligibility. The City of Tacoma is an eligible applicant and has over an 
eleven-year successful track record as a Brownfields Job Training grantee. 

2. Demonstration of non-duplication. The City of Tacoma is not a recipient of any 
other federally-funded job training grant listed in the notice of funding announcement. 

3. Required HAZWOPER Training. The OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 40-hour Hazardous 
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C. Grant Type 

Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grant 
 

D. Location 
The City of Tacoma Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training program 
targets unemployed residents in the Tacoma, Pierce County, Washington State area 
affected by environmental threats, including underground storage tanks. We partner with 
a Brownfields Assessment grantee (Tacoma Pierce County Health Department) and have 
a process that for the past 11 years has ensured employment of our graduates in job s 
addressing environmental mitigation. 
 

E. Contacts 
1) Clifford Armstrong III, LEAP Coordinator, Community & Economic 

Development Dept., 747 Market Street, Room 808, Tacoma, WA 98402 
(253) 591-5826, fax (253) 591-5180; carmstrong@cityoftacoma.org  
 

  2)   Chief Executive – Elizabeth Pauli, City Manager, City of Tacoma, 747 Market     
                           Street, Room 1200, Tacoma, WA 98402 (253) 591-5000. 

 
F. Date Submitted 

December 15, 2017 
 

G. Project Period 
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2021 

 
H. Population 

The U.S. Census Bureau lists the population for Tacoma at 211,277 as of 2016. 
 

On behalf of the citizens of Pierce County who have benefited by from past EPA investment, 
thank you. The City of Tacoma and its partners look forward to continuing a successful 
environmental workforce training program that will benefit both the economy and the environment 
for years to come. 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Keith Armstrong, Supervisor 
Community & Economic Development Department 
City of Tacoma 
(253) 594-7933 
 






















































